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St. Mark's Church, Bush Hill Park, Enfield 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

for the year 2020 

Administrative Information 

The Parish Church of St. Mark's is situated on the corner of St. Mark's Road and Main 

Avenue in Bush Hill Park, Enfield.  It is part of the Diocese of London, within the Church of 

England.  The correspondence address is St. Mark's Parish Church, St. Mark's Road, Bush Hill 

Park, Enfield EN1 1BE (phone number 07942 208889).  

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is a charity exempted from registration with the Charity 

Commission. 

PCC members who have served from our APCM on 18 October 2020 are as follows: 

Incumbent Vacancy 

S.S.M  The Rev. Jeremy Foot (in attendance) 

Wardens Frank Franklin (Warden and Enrolment Officer, and Vice Chair)  

  Tony Tidey (Warden and PCC Secretary) 

Elected Members: 

• Maureen Banks  

• Geraldine Clark (Safeguarding Officer) 

• Vivienne Franklin (Treasurer) 

• Elsie Rigden 

• Kerry Rushton 

• Adrian Shaw 

• Veralyn Bent-Shaw 

• Eka Benson 

• Jeanette Wright (Ex Officio – Deanery Synod representative) 

• Ann Barnard (Ex Officio – Deanery Synod representative) 

 

Structure, Governance and Management 

The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules. 
Elections for all posts take place annually with the exception of the Deanery Synod 
Representatives, who are elected every three years.  All church attendees are invited to 
register on the Electoral Roll and stand for election to the PCC. 

Objectives and Activities 
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St. Mark's PCC has the responsibility (in co-operation with the incumbent and SSM) in 
promoting to the ecclesiastical parish the mission of the church, pastoral, evangelistic, social 
and ecumenical.  It also has maintenance responsibilities for the Church Hall and Church 
Annexe building (formerly the Scout Hut), although these are delegated to the long-term 
tenant. 

Since the retirement of the incumbent, the Parish has thought carefully about its future 
direction and vision, the gifts and ministries it is seeking in a new incumbent, and how it will 
work more closely with the Parish of St Stephen’s, in line with the Bishop’s vision to merge 
the two parishes at a future date.  The Parish has been in interregnum since 1 August 2019, 
but we are pleased to welcome a new incumbent, the Revd Prebendary Dr Amatu Christian-
Iwuagwu, who will be licensed on 21 April 2021. 

Church Attendance 

There are 67 parishioners on the Church Electoral Roll, of whom 33 are not resident within 
the parish.  The church has been closed for public worship since the end of March 2020 
when the first national lockdown was brought in.   

Review of the Year 

During 2020 the PCC met in person only once, prior to the first national lockdown.  Since 
then it has met via Zoom on 4 occasions, and has dealt with items ‘via correspondence’ (ie. 
by circulation of a report for decision by email) on 5 occasions.  The pandemic has required 
the PCC to quickly adapt to different ways of working, but this has not adversely affected 
the business conducted.  It continues to be chaired by Frank Franklin (Vice Chair) in the 
absence of an incumbent. 

In the period January to March 2020 it was possible to maintain the existing pattern of 
worship whereby services of Holy Communion were held on Wednesday lunchtimes, 
Saturday mornings and on Sundays at 11am.  The Wednesday and Saturday services were 
conducted by a range of volunteers, and on most occasions it was possible to offer 
communion by extension with the permission of the Bishop.  Fortunately, we have retained 
the services of our SSM Rev Jeremy Foot, who continued our pattern of Sunday worship and 
festivals, along with support from other clergy colleagues prior to lockdown.   

Following the introduction of the first national lockdown at the end of March 2020 the 
church was closed as required under the regulations in force at that time.  Unfortunately, it 
has not been possible to open the church since then, although we hope to do so shortly.  
The reasons for this are considered below. 

At the beginning of the first lockdown Fr Jeremy established a combined online service for 
the two parishes at 11am on Sunday mornings. This was livestreamed from his home via 
Zoom.  The opportunity for the two congregations to worship and work together has been a 
source of blessing, and it has been possible for a wide range of people to participate in 
reading, leading intercessions and related ministries whilst not being physically present in a 
church building.   

During early summer the service of Sunday worship was moved from Fr Jeremy’s home to St 
Stephens Parish Church where it was conducted via Zoom (prior to this, as an interim 
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solution services were live streamed from St Mark’s by borrowing the vicarage broadband).  
This church was chosen in preference to St Marks as it was possible to install internet 
facilities here quickly and simply.   

Following on from this, in response to churches being allowed to reopen for public worship, 
arrangements were developed to allow St Stephens to open safely in accordance with 
Government guidelines, in addition to livestreaming of the service from there to those 
attending from home.  

Unfortunately, it has not been possible to maintain public worship at St Stephens due to the 
worsening situation with respect to the pandemic in the winter, but services continue to be 
livestreamed from there every Sunday at 11am. 

Plans are now moving forward for the installation of broadband at St Mark’s so that 
livestreaming of services can take place from there, and when possible public worship will 
also resume.  The parish has recently concluded a successful appeal for funds to purchase 
the necessary IT equipment and related costs.  Our target of £2000 has been significantly 
exceeded, and we are extremely grateful to all who have given so generously to enable 
services at St Mark’s to resume in due course. 

In addition to the above, the Parish Representatives (Frank Franklin and Tony Tidey) have 
worked closely throughout the year with the Bishop of Edmonton, Archdeacon of 
Hampstead, Area Dean and the St Stephens Parish Representatives on the recruitment of a 
new incumbent.  This has taken longer than originally anticipated, but we are pleased to 
welcome Fr Amatu to lead us from the end of April 2021.  He brings many gifts and a wide 
experience of parish ministry, and we are looking forward to the next chapter of the parish’s 
life.  This will include work on the merger of the two parishes to create a combined parish of 
Bush Hill Park. 

Finally, the PCC would like to recognise the dedication and service of our SSM, Fr Jeremy. 
During the interregnum he has faithfully conducted worship, has guided the parish in the 
development of online, livestreamed services and overseen the safe opening of St Stephens 
for combined public worship across the two parishes.  We would not be in the good position 
we are today without his significant commitment, which he carries out in addition to his 
demanding full time job. 

Financial Review 

Total receipts on ordinary unrestricted funds were £41,710.70 and are detailed in the 
financial statements.  £39,743.27 was spent to provide the Christian ministry from St. 
Mark's Church. 

The financial position of the church was discussed with particular reference to the upkeep of 
the church (particularly the roof and guttering) and the annual increase required for the 
Common Fund, this being the contribution to the Diocesan share, which largely provides the 
stipends and housing for the Vicar.  In 2019 St. Mark's common fund contribution was 
£25,872.00.  The sum that churches contribute to the Deanery is shared according to a 
formula that is based mainly on the headcount of congregations.  Although the headcount 
has only remained steady and expenditure normally exceeds income, St. Mark's has 
managed to increase its contribution each year and at the PCC it was decided that St. Mark's 
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contribution for 2020 would be £26,640.00. However, church closure led to a complete loss 
of income from plate collections during services. In May common fund contributions had to 
be reduced significantly and the total common fund contribution for 2020 was £20,240. 

The number of parishioners contributing to church funds using regular giving schemes has 
continued and been encouraged, and a further Gift Aid application was made to Her 
Majesty's Revenue and Customs (HMRC) and the resulting payment gratefully received. 

Safeguarding 

The PCC has complied with the duty under Section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy 
Discipline Measure 2016 in relation to having due regard to House of Bishops’ guidance on 
safeguarding children and vulnerable adults. 

Conclusion 

The past year has been one of significant change and challenge for the Parish.  It has had to 
adapt quickly to the restrictions placed upon it by the pandemic; although this has brought 
many necessary restrictions, there has been a sense of new beginnings as we have met 
together with the parishioners of St Stephens via Zoom on Sunday mornings.  Despite the 
current difficulties, there is anticipation about the possibilities presented by new 
beginnings. 

Approved by the PCC and signed on their behalf by Frank Franklin (Vice Chair). 

 

 

.................................................................................   Signature 

.................................................................................   Date 


